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Carus Excellence
Awards in Spain

Carus welcomes since 2012 its Carus
Excellence Awards in Spain. The
ceremony will take place in the Hotel
Wellington Madrid next June 2iIst, 0
coincide with the General Assembly
of the Spanish Shipowners’
Association —ANAVE of which Carus
s an Associate Member and SpoNsor.

The event is represented by the highest
mMaritime and port institutions, the
sttendance of the Minister for
Transport the Secretary of State for
Transport, the President of State Ports,
the General Director of the Merchant
Navy, as well as a large representation of
the Spanish private maritime sector
with the owners and C-level executives
of the main shipping companies.

Ca r‘ IS Learn more > www.carus.com



4
B

2 | Carus Monthly Newsletter | Feb&Mar:

The Spanish Min eu : Ort, during her
speech on the last bly of the
Spanish Shipowners" A n, Hotel
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Our Interview with
Christophe Mathieu

JOSE RODRIGUEZ (CARUS): No one can
overlook the magnificent commitment
made to the Spanish market, with the
introduction of excellent new state-of-the-
art E-Flexer ferries, named as Galicia,
Salamanca, and Santona. Vessels that are
already in service in Spain (the Galicia
operating since last December between
the ports of Santander and Portsmouth),
propelled by LNG so cleaner from the
environmental point of view, as well as
more comfortable for passengers, and also
more efficient for freight. What is the
origin of your relationship with Spain, and
of course with Brittany Ferries?

CHRISTOPHE MATHIEU: Brittany Ferries
has proudly served Spain for nearly 45
years. We opened a route connecting
Plymouth with Santander just five years
after the company was formed in 1978. This
made business sense of course as Spain
exploded as a tourist destination for British
holiday makers in the late 70s and early
80s. Many tourists were not comfortable
flying, or preferred the joy that comes from
a voyage by sea with their car. Others
preferred to visit regions of the country
that were —shall we say- a little less like a
beach-and-beer holiday. Over the last
decade, we have progressively developed
our routes to Northern Spain from 2 calls a

Learn more > www.carus.com

week to 11 calls a week. Personally, | have a
very close relationship with Spain and the
regions we serve. My wife Maria is from the
region of Galicia and | like to think that |
am, at least in part, a little Spanish , there
might be a small causal relationship here!

JOSE RODRIGUEZ (CARUS): Yes, | know
Maria, she is a great person and
professional, and as you know we are
countrymen, since | am also Galician, from
La Coruna.

In your recent statements (Tribuna
Salamanca, 02-12-2021), we could read the
following: "Passengers expect more
comfortable, cleaner, more ecological
ships and society demands, and rightly so,
sustainability as a norm. Shipping
companies that do not improve are
therefore bound to fail" —said Brittany
Ferries CEO Christophe Mathieu—. "Galiciag,
Salamanca and Santoria are a clear sign
that we are determined to navigate
towards a sustainable and successful
future." The question that arises is about
the present of Britanny Ferries, in terms of
the evident improvement experienced in
its services, despite the pandemic suffered.
What is the current situation of Brittany
Ferries, after this parenthesis that we have

carus



51 Carus Monthly Newsletter | Feb&March 2022

. mmmnmgﬁf i

LLL

YUy,
iy,
LT







